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telligencer 
MORAVIAN MSBSIONS., 
LABRADOR. 


Extracts of letters from some of the Breth- 
ren’s Missionaries in Labrador, to the 
Secretary. 

‘My Dear Brother—I still remember, 
with gratitude all the kindness shown to 
me in passing through London thirty-two 
years ago ;and when I consider the leading 
of our Lord with me since that period, | 
thank Him, in an humble sense of my de- 
merit, that He has favored me to be such 
a long time among the Heathen, to serve 
them with the gospel. 

The mission in Labrador proceeds in 
blessing the three Esquimaux congrega- 
ting in the love of our Saviour. They also 
increase in number. 

‘In externals, our gracious heavenly 
lather bas given them this year also a suf- 
ficency; and though at Okkak and Hope- 
dale they had only a scanty supply, yet 
they did not suffer from famine. 

F. J. M. 

“ Both my wife and myself are here 
very happy and contented. We value our 
call to serve the dear Esquimaux congre- 
gation in this place, for which indeed we 
feel ourselves insufficient; but it pleases 
the Lord to make use of weak and instro- 
ments, and He has patience also with as. 

“| wish to give you some account of a 
journey we made in a sledge from hence 
to Okkak. The cold was 18 degrees be- 
low Fahrenheit’s 0, with storm and sleet. 
| have sent you a wnodel of the sledge, 
with the leather tent fixed upon it. 

“March 7th. We set out from Nain, 
crawn by twenty-two dogs, driven by two 
Esquimaux. Another sledge accompanied 
us. My wife set within the tent, and I 
was posted behind upon a box, containing 
meat for the dogs, well clothed with seal 
and rein-deer skins. We found our first 
night’s lodging in an old Esquimaux winter 
house, at one of the places where they 
fish with nets. The house was full of dead 
seals; however, they were thrown to- 
gether, to make roomfor my wife and 
me to lie down in ovr sleeping bags.* I 
then proceeded to order something to be 
cooked, and gave to every one his work. 
One was to feed the dogs, another to un- 
pack the sledge. For ourselves, I order- 
ed a supper of vermicelli, and for our 
men, peas ; they had been boiled at Nain, 
and were brought in a sack. 

“After our evening prayers, my wife, 
with difficulty, got into her bag; I then 
found a place next to the mountain of dead 
seals. The men lay any where upon 
them 

“On the 8th, in the morning early, put- 
ting my head out of the bag, | gave orders 
to our cook to boil coffee for us, and oat- 
meal porridge for our men. After morn- 
ing prayers, we set out, on an excellent 
smooth track, till half an hour after nine 
o’clock, when we discovered, with great 
alarm, that over the mountains of Kigla 
peti, the track was filled with irregular 
masses of ice, like towers, some higher, 
and some lower. We almost despaired of 
getting through them. Under the moun- 
tain the weather grew warm and still ; and 
we sent the smaller sledge forward to find 
a road through the masses of ice. I could 
never have conceived that such vehicles 
and roads could exist, till | saw them. 
We got on very slowly, as the dogs seemed 
disposed, some to go one, and others an- 
other way, round the ice masses, The 
consequence was, that they got entangled 
in their traces, some of which are eight 
yards long, and we had often to stop to dis- 
engage them. The motion of the sledge 
was likewise so violent by the roughness 
of the ice, that my feet became very un- 
easy. At3 P.M. we had passed the 
mountain, and about half past six took up 
our night’s lodging in acavern, dark and 
dismal in appearance, but to us a welcome 
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sence from us, has proved a blessing to 
them. 
‘* It is impossible not to love the Es- 
quimaux, with all their failings and im- 
perfections ; and it does our hearts good, 
to speak with them of the wonders of 
the Lord’s mercy, which have been ex- 
perienced by them. ‘The last winter was 
excessively cold, and the continual storms 
and snow put them to many a shift in 
procuring sustenance. But God blessed 
their attempts to catch seals with nets ; 
and when, after Easter, they were soffer- 
ing much hunger, he provided a new 
resource, by the discovery of a lake in 
Tessisjaksoak, where there wasan abun- 
dant supply of salmon-trout, and all who 
ould go a lishing, caught plenty. J. L. 
ANTIGUA. 
** Our Saviour continues graciously to 
bless the labours of His servants, in this 
island, and it-has given us joy to perceive, 
that the doctrine of His atoning death for 
guilty sinners is still mighty to pull down 
the strong-holds of Satan, and to set at lib- 
erty the slaves of sin’ May He grant us 
the grace to abide by the simple doctrine 
of Jesus and Him crucified. Since the 
commencement of-+the year, 150 adults 
have been baptized, 93 received inta the 
congregiatian, 22 re admitted, 116 ached to } 
the class of candidates for baptism or re- 
ception, and 110 to that of communicants, 
The above refers merely to the con- 
gregation of St. John’s. Thus yousee the 
work of the Lord does not stand still.” 


ST. KITTS. 
According to letters of Brother Johan- 
sen and Hoch from this island, dated the 
4th and 7th of Feb. the word of God was 
prospering their, though tares are not 
wanting among the wheat. There are 
continual new applications of persons who 
wish to be added to our number. Last 
year the congregation at Basseter was in- 
creased by 104 ; sothatatthe close of the 
year it consisted of 1391 members, among 
whom were 424 commnnicants. Since 
the beginning of December, Brother and 
Sister Shick, were busily employed in 
town with the management of the schools. 
At the Christmas love feast,.there were 
340 negro children present ; the teachers 
also had a separate meeting for erncour- 
agement in their useful services. Brother 
and Sister Siaude have removed for the 
present to Bethesda, where 264 girls and 
156 boys attend the schools diligently. 
* Ao Esquimaux travelling bed consists of | 
a large bag of rein deer skin, with the hair 
turned inward, covered with seal skin, the 
hair turned outwards. It is furnished with a 
broad flap to cover the mouth, and a strap to 
fasten down the flap. This bag comprebends 
the whole apparatus and furniture of an Es- 
quimaux bed-room. Having undressed, the 
traveller creeps into it, and a kind neighbour 
having shut him close by fastening the strap, 
he leaves him to sleep on till morning, when 
he helps him out again. In summer, the flap 
is dispensed with. The inyention, however, 
is of European origin, and a luxury introdu- 
ced by the Missionaries; for an uimaux 
hes down in his clothes, without any further 
preparation.—Journal of a Voyage to Unga- 
vabay, page 34. 


FAYETTEVILLE PRESBYTERY, 
N. C. 

The following extract of a letter from one 
the Editors of the Richmond Visitor and Tel- 
egraph, dated Buffalo Meeting House, Mon- 
ro co. N. C. Oct. 1, published in their pa- 
per of the 13th instant, will be read with in- 
terest by the friends of revivals.—Col. Siar. 
‘* The Fayetteville Presbytery met at 
this place on Wednesday, the 26th ult. 
Owing to the sickness of some of its mem- 
bers and the absence of others on distant 
journies, but a few of the Presbyters 
were here. The sessions of Presbytery 
were continued till Saturday evening, 
when the Presbytery adjourned to meet 
in M’Pherson’s Meeting-House near Fay- 
etteville, on the first Thursday of Janua- 
rynext. The regular semi-annual meet 
ing of this Presbytery will be heid at St. 
Paul’s church in Robeson county, on the 
first Thursday of next April. 

Much of the time since the commence- 
ment of its sessions has been devoted to 


oO 


retreat. 


religious services appropriate to the occa- 


On the 9th we met with good roads, and sion ; sev 
. ‘ ; )si0n ; eral sermons daily, and alth 
arrived without accident, at Okkak, at 30 | this is the sixth d Rete 


uniting their praises with th 


God and Father. 


it became expedient to encamp on the 
ground ; and since then our quarters 
have been daily crowded apd our ranks 
thickened by new recraits which have 
been continually coming to camp. Yes- 
terday there were two thousand or more 
listening with attention and seriousness 
to the preaching of the gospel 

The interest manifested on hearing the 
word of God has been daily increasing : 
yesterday, two or three hundreds came 
around the table of their Lord to com- 
memoraate his sufferings and death.—It 
was a season deeply interesting and sol- 
emn. The Lord was present by his Spir- 
it, while his people were gratefully re- 
ceiving the symbols of his dying love, si- 
lently offering him the’ incense of praise 
tor the unspeakable gift, several were 
deeply impressed with a view of their 
condition ag apostate and ruined sinners, 
and were raising to heaven their cries 
and prayers for pardon and salvation. 
The solemnity manifested previous to 
the administration of the sacrament ofthe 
Lord’s Supper, appeared to increase in 
the evening. Many were sefious and} 
were inquiring with solicitade what they 
must do to inherit eternal life, Their | 
so power dul teats es. i d 
that they were unable to refrain from 
giving expression to their feelings in cries 
aud tears. ‘The Lord itis hoped, has 
commenced a good work in the hearts of 
many, which will result in their deliver- 
ance and freedom from the dominion of 
sin—in their everlasting salvation. 
1 have been very much interested in 
hearing the gospel preached to the aged 
people of this country in the Gaelic lan- 
gnage. Cumberland, Robeson and this 
county, were originally settled by emi- 
grants from the north of Scotland, Some 
from the Highlands of Scotland came here 
a hundred years since, others frow the 
same country bave emigrated to these 
counties during the last half century. 
They are the descendants of religious 
parents, and on coming here, like the pil- 
grim Fathers of New-England, they 
brought their religion with them, and 
reared the standard of the cross io the 
wilderness (uring the infancy of their set- 
tlement. Many of them, who can nei- 
ther speak nor understand the Evglsh 
langaage, assemble in a separate congre- 
gation alter divine service in English to 
hear the gospel preached in their own 
native tongue. It is delightfulto see 
them—-“ their heads silvered o’er with 
age” blossoming for the grave, listening 
with interest to the words of salvation an- 
nounced to them by the Rev. Mr. Mc’ln- 
tyre, an aged and venerable preacher, 
who was reared in the land of their Fath- 
ers, It, no doubt, awakens in their minds 
a thousand interesting recollections of 
their childhood and of the scenes of their 
early life, tohear in this foreign land, the 
gospel preached by one of their own 
people in the language in which their Fa- 
thers worshipped ia their native land. In 
seasons like this, they seem to hold a kind 
of communion with the graves of their 
ancestors and with kindred whose faces 
they will see no more, and these early 
associations revived by the sounds of their 
language, give a solemn interest to the 
services of the sanctuary. They feel 
that “ their life is a vapour,”’ that ‘* their 
days area shadow,” while in a moment 
the history of many years is passing be- 
fore them.—They feel that they are pil- 
rims, surrounded by a people from 
whose social communion they are necessa- 
rily excluded and hearing a language 
which to them is unintelligible as that of 
barbarians. No christians can witness 
the devotiun of these aged servants of 
God, without feeling deeply interested in 
their past history and in their future wel- 
fare. Like the patriarchs of old they 
feel that they have here no continuing ci- 
ty ; they are looking forward with ardent 
expectation to that better country, the 
heavenly land, whither they are hasten- 
ing. Their prayers and tears, the meek 


ay of the meeting, many 
where we enjoyed | hundreds are still here, and are pow as 
the fellowship of our Brethren and Sisters | sembled, 
with thankfal hearts, till the 16th, when 
The weather was 
excessively boisterous; but the Lord 
C. B. H. 

‘* Pray do not omit to give the thanks 
of our Esquimaux, as well as of us all, to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
for that most valable present, the Book 
of Revelation, printed in the Esquimaux|be impossible for the multitudes which 
language, and to those who have assisted | meet here on occasions like the present 
I rejoice that we have|to obtain lodgings in the few private 
now the whole New Testament in this houses in this neighbourhood, camps 
languave, and many of the Esquiteax | have been constructed here in a wilder- 
have related to me, how much the Tead- | ness sufficient to accommodate a thousand 
ing of it in their tents, during their ab- people. On Friday the congregation was 
so large, and many so far from home, that 


songs of the redeemed in heaven, for the 
riches of grace revealed to them by the 
Saviour, and communicated by the Holy 
Spirit, and offering their united supplica- 
tions tothe Almighty, their reconciled 


The place where we are assembléd is 
in the midst of avast forest. As it would 


Mien Lidge avtusad vaults, ~ Wo 


e | the saints in light. 


people will long remember them. 
affectionate kindness with which they re 
ceive him, the manner in which they en 


the good old Scotch hospitality, are bet 


style of modern etiquette. No forma 


his friends. 


LIGHT IN TURKEY. 


The following remarks were made by M 

i r. 
Hartley, while residing in Constantinople. 
He is the gentleman, whose visits to the 
churches in Asia we have published.—Chr. 


Watheman. 
_ With regard to missionary proceedings 
in general, we may consider them encour- 
aging. ‘Numerou: opportunities present 
themselves of instructing individuals in 
the truths of religion ; and | fully expect 
to be employed in this manner the whole 
summer. ‘hese opportunities are more 
frequent among the Greeks, than any oth- 
er body : but 1 am happy to inform you, 
that the door is opening for us among Ro- 
man Catholics also, and that our books are 
received by them with eagerness. It is 
also worthy of remark, that those very 
books which are in most direct opposition 
to their Church are received with the 


h and heavenly spirit, and the christian af- 
fection they manifest, evince that they are 
fast ripening for the bright inheritance of 


The christian stranger, who visits this 
The 
tertain him agreeably with the rules of 
ter than a thousand welcomes given in the 
polite expressions of regard are offered 
him as a substitute for a hearty welcome. 


All is so sincere and plain and natural that 
he at once feels himself at home among 


be obtained without the aid of revelation. 
Self-esteem will always operate in the 
view of unregenerated persons, greatly to 
palliate even the few crimes, of which 
their high and incorrect notions of their 
own goodness accuse them. On this ac- 
- | count, although unprejudiced reason might 
-| perhaps show the consistency and proba- 
bility of endless punishment, yet the ab- 
- | Solute certainty of it can be proved only 
by an appeal to the unerring authority of 
1}revelation. Several distinct classes of 
texts may be cited, to show that the dura- 
tion of future punishment will be eternal 
Of these however ! shall mention but 
two; because I am convinced that the 
prt eb does not depend so much 
upon the number, as u i 
of ot passages adduced io 
irst, I will cite some pa i i 
the future condition of gt eae 
wicked is placed in contrast. Proy. x 
28, ‘* The hope of the righteous shall be 
gladness, but the expectation of the wick- 
ed shall perish.” Mark xvi. 16 “He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be Sa- 
ved, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” Gal. vi. 8, “For he that 
soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh rean 
corruption; but he that soweth to the 
Spirit, shail of the Spirit reap life. ever- 
lasting.”” These passages are allowed b 
all to describe the final condition of li 
and no one doubts that the happiness of 
the righteous will be eternal ; but if so 
the yay on of the wicked must be al. 
so eternal; because it is 
the state of the righteous. wee 


greatest pleasure ; such, for example, as 
‘* Popery a Novelty”—Tillotson against 
ransubstantialion—Tillotson on the Ne- 
cessity of Reading the Scriptures—* An- 
drew Dunn,” &c. | ardently long for 
full & separate works against each of the 
principal tenets of popery: these books 
ot only open men’s understandings on 
their own pecaliar subject, but they in- 
duce thew to study books more readily on 
the experimental doctrines of Ciristiani- 


hurch in Pera? ‘lurks, Jews, Greeks, 
Latins, all have their respective places of 
worship—why not the Protestants ?*— 
the meaning was, a church for the natives 
of the country. 

These and other circumstances indicate 
that light is spreading. Wherever, in- 
deed, | go in the East, I find persons who 
are beginning to see into the errors of 
their different communions. I would 
not, however, have it nnderstood that men 
are to be met with in these countries who 
know yet what it is to count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus our Lord. | have a most en- 
couraging conviction that such characters 
will ere long be found: but too many, 
alas! we meet with, who while they 
abandon the yoke of popery do not aban- 
don the service of sin ; and that gigantic 
fortress, which Satan has been erecting 
and fortifying for so many ages in the Last, 
will not fall without a tremendous con- 
flict. 

| bear at intervals, of different Jews, 
who appear to believe in the Messiah : 
they are, however, so closely watched, 
that it is almost impossible to bave inter- 
course with them. A Jew cannot call 
once upon a missionary, without danger of 
tbe severest punishment. 


QO 


The Utica Bap. Register says: ‘A num- 
ber of the fathers living among us re- 
member well the times when the Associ- 
ation to the east, called the Otsego was the 
westernmost in the state. But now the 
Lord has extended the crrtains of his ba- 
bitation to the shores of the Niagara, and 
we enumerate 10 Associations west of Ot- 
sego, some of them numbering 2 and 3,000 
members, with comfortable places of wor- 
ship over this whole exteat |” 


COMMUNICATED. 


For the Bible Class of the 2d Baptist Church 
in S. Questions, Will future punish- 
ment be eternal? In what will it con- 
sist ? 

Different opinions have been entertain- 
ed respecting the duration of the panish- 
ment, which is to be inflicted upon the fi- 
nally impenitent. Some have maintained 
that it will be of only temporary continu- 
ance, and terminate tn their restoration to 
a state of happiness. But a very large 
portion of the professors of Christianity 
in every age, have believed that it will be 
eternal. Jt is this latter opinion which ! 
shall endeavour to establish. Whether 
gnassisted reason be soufficient to deter- 


ners deserve, may admit of doubt. No 
jest ideas of the demerit of siv, and the 
consequent deserts of transgressors, can 


mine the duration of suffering which sin-| P 


The other class of texts are those which 
express the duration of future punish- 
ment, by the words everlasting, eternal 
forever and forever and ever. Matt. 
xvi. &, “It is better for thee to enter ine 
to life halt or maimed, rather than having 
two hands or two feet to be cast into ae 
erlasting tire.” Mark iii. 29, “ But he 
that shall blaspheme against the Hol 

Gheet hath never forgiveness, but is 2 


danger of eterval damnation.” Jude j. 


Q ac a . 
Yler.” Rev. xx. 10, ** And the devil that 
do not the Protestants open a regular geceived them was cast into the lake of 


fire and brimstone, where the beast and 

the false prophets are, and shall be tor- 

mented-day and night forever and ever.”’ 

As the argument for endless punishment, 

which is drawn from the use of the above 

wores, is soinetimes objected to, on the 

ground that they do not always express 

unlimited duration, | will here introduce 

the following remarks from Fuller. They 

are taken from his Letters to Mr. Vidler, 

against Universalism : 

‘The question is, could stronger terms 

have been used concerning the duration 

of tuture punishment, than are used ?— 

To object against the words everlasting, 

eternal, &c. as being too weak or indeter- 

ininate in their application for the pur- 

pose, is idle; unless others could be oa- 

med which are stronger, or more deter- 

minate. What expressions could have 

been used to place the subject beyond dis- 

pute? You ordinarily make use of the 

term endless, to express our doctrine. 

Yet the same objections might be made to 

this, as to the words everlasting, eternal, 
&c. It is common to say of a loquacious 
person, He is an endless talker. It might 
therefure be pretended, that the term end- 
less is very indeterminate in its applica- 

tion, and sometimes does not mean more 

than three or fourhours. Thus you see, 
or may see, that it is not in the power of 
language to stand before such methods of 
criticising and reasoning, as those on which 
you build your system,”—There can be 
no doubt that the above words, in their 
primary meaning, denote unlimited dura- 
tion. 

It is a less difficult task to prove from 
the scriptures the eternity of future pun- 
ishment, than to determine from them in 
what that punishment will consist. The 
inspired pages, indeed, are not silent re- 
specting the miseries of the damned ; but 
as the language which is used to describe 
them suits our ideas of sensible objects 
only, we are unable to form from it any 
very definite conception of the nature of 
those sufferings, which spiritual beings 
will experience. I shall attempt there- 
fore to mention only a few circumstances 
which relate to the gubject ; and these 
will be drawn from the representations of 
Scripture. Io Matt. xviii. 11 and 12, it 
is said, ‘“‘ And I say unto you, that many 
shall come from the East and West, and 
shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, ia the kingdom of heaven ; but 
the children of the kingdom shall be cast 
out into outer darkness; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” In this 
lace, future misery is described by its 
sensible effect. Weeping supposes or- 
row, and guashing of teeth expresses a 
kind of indignation. Tho seat of both 
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170 | 
: } ie | or whether we freely converse on politic- demonstrates by his conduct, that he pre-/|ed the past Summer to lay an afflicting | whither it goeth ; but we see ibe w 

these is the Beart, a9 may grees te. -.. al subjects, on the business of the past! fers that his works of faith and labours of | stroke—a bilious fever, which brought] it accomplishes, in transforming Pai 

following parallel passage : week, or perhaps the discussion of malig-| Jove should speak for him, rather than/me very low, and from which 1 am just! peat. uman 


By it, the tall and sturdy oaks of Ba 
shan are bowed, and the lofty cedars of “ead 
non are laid low. The nature of the Lion a 
changed to that of the Lamb, and the Raveg 
tothe Dove. Enemies are made friends—ip. 
temperate men are made sober--slothful Men 
are made industrious—profane men, and un. 
chaste, are made holy and chaste——dishone, 
men are made honost—the covetous churl, is 


14, “ Behold my servants shall sing for 
joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow 
of heart, and how! for vexation of spirit. 

We may hence conclude that future mis- 
ery will be chiefly mental, that it will be 
vented in a manner resembling the ming- 
led shrieks of fruitless sorrow, and de- 
spairing malice, and that the re 
subjects of these vengeful passions, will 


restored. 


nant slander shuuld occupy the time of! histoneye? No. 
. : Sister Simerwell has been about two 


this holy day?—These are questions} [3 jj the man, whom God has made the na 
which our candid judgment, and sober | steward of a portion of this world’s goo:!s, months absent on a visit to Sister Slater, 
reason ovght to decide; and which He| in order to try him, and who feels but lit-' but is hourly expected home. Mts. 
will most assuredly decide, who has said| tje sense of the solemn trath, that what | M’Coy presents very affectionaie regards 
to His creatures, ** Remember the Sab-/he possesses is not his own, or that he ito you both. 

bath day, and keep it holy,” and it is| mast soon give an account of his steward-| Be assured, dear sisters, of the very 
greatly to be feared to the confusion of ship ; and whose heart is goue after his’ great obligations which I feel myself under 
many of His professed followers. But ma-|covetousness? Yee. ‘to you, for your generosity, your friend- 
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add to the intensity of their sufferings by 
self-inflicted tortures, a3 a distressed ma- 
niac vainly endeavours to calm the tumalt 
of his mind, by lacerating hie body. We 
learn from the scriptures, that a part of 
future misery will consist in shame.— 
Dan. xii. 2, And many of them that 
sleep in ihe dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt.” The 
principle of shame is essential to depra- 
ved nature Even in the present life, 
it is a frequent source of infelicity. But 
in the future state of existence, its opera- 
tions will be fac more powerful. The 
consciences of the wicked will then re- 
sroach them for the sinful actions of their 
whole lives, even for those in which 
they have most highly gloried. 

Another portion of future misery will 
consit in reflection. Luke xvi. 29, 
« But Abraham said, Son, remember that 
thou in thy life time receivedst thy good 
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things ; 
but now he is comforted and thou art tor- 
mented.” ‘If the memory,” says an 
eminent author, ‘* could be obliterated, 
there is reason to think hell would be ex- 
tinguished.” The misery of the damned 
will be greatly aggravated by the society 
in which they will be placed. In Matt. 
xxv. 41, Christ gives the sentence, ‘ De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
tire prepared for the devil and his an- 
cels,” Should it be said, that although 
‘everlasting fire was prepared for the 
devil and his angels,’ yet it ts uncertain 


ny perbaps will argue, that it is not inju- 
rious to retire from the house of God, and 
enjoy a walk abroad, and mix with our ac- 
quaintances. But Il must appeal to the 
honest testimony of onr own hearts, if the 
effect be favourable to seriousness ? Do 
we commonly retire from those places, 
with the impressions which were made on 
us at church 1 their full force? We 
entered ihose scenes, perhaps, with a 
strong remaining tincture of that devout 
spirit, which the public worship had infu- 
sed intothe mind. But have we not felt 
it gradually diminish? Have not our 
powers of resistance grown insensibly 
weaker? ‘The ductrines which in the 
morning appeared the sober dictates of 
reason, now seem unreasonably rigid ; 
and truths, which were then thought in- 
controvertible, now appear impertinent. 
To answer arguments, is much easier 
than to withstand allurement. To oppose 
a cold and speculative faith to the allusion 
of present pleasure, is to fight with inad- 
equate weapons ; it is resisting arms with 
rules: it is combatting a temptation with 
an idea. Whereas, he who engages in 
the Christian warfare, will find that bis 
chief strength consists in knowing that he 
is weak—tbat to retreat from danger is 
his highest glory, and to decline the com- 
bat his truest courage. 

Whatever indisposes the mind for the 
duty of any particular season, though it 
assume ever so innocent a form, cannot 
be pertectly right. If the heart be laid 
open to the incursion of vain imaginations, 


whether they will enter into it; it may be 
answered, it could not have been prepar- 
ed forthem, but with a design that they 
should experience it; if then they do not 
experience it, the purpose ot God con- 


cerning them will be either changed or 


frustrated, neither of which is possible. 
Future misery will also be greatly en- 


’ 


of a final termination of suffering, will mi 


tigate the severity of even the acutest 
iu like manner, the persuasion 
iy al- 
Yai 
state of unmixed misery, which forbids 


tortures. 
nm. 


a ai. wale , 
will be the inconcéivabre attarsh 0 


even the hone of alleviation ? 


The above are some of the circumstan- 


ces which will go lo make up future mis- 
ery. 
any thing like a fall answer to the ques- 
tion to which they relate. 
that those passages which speak of the 
worm that never dies, and of the fire that 
is never quenched, of afurnace of fire, 


and of a luke of fire and brimstone, are fig- 


urative, and designed to indicate the se- 
verity of future punishment, rather than 
thatin which they consist, | have not 


thought proper to refer to them in this, 


essay. In my opinion they are irrelative 
to the subject. 


For the Christian Secretary. 

[tis obvious to ail serious persons, that 
that branch of the Divine luw, against 
which the better kind of people trespass 
with the least scruple, is the fourth com- 
mandment. Many who would shudder at 
the violation of the other nine, seem 
without ceremony to expunge this from 
the divine code; but by what authority 
they do this, bas never been explained. 
Are there not those persons who seem to 


hanced, by the consideration of its being 
endless. The prospect, however distant, | 


it is not supposed that they contain 


Conceiving 


and worldly thoughts, it matters little by 
what gate the enemy entered. If the ef- 
‘fect be injurious, the cause cannot be 
quite harmless. it is the perfidious prop- 
erty of certain pleasures, that, though 
they seem not to have the smallest harm 
jin themselves, they imperceptibly indis- 
| pose the mind to every thing that is good. 
| [thas been the opinion of many wise 
and good men, that Christianity will stand, 
lor fall. ns this duty is neglected, or observ- 
ed. The Lord’s day seems to bea kind 
of Christian palladium; and the city of 
wmryy 8 ~~. ha tatally taken by the ep- 
quite lost. Every sincere soldier of the 
great captain of our salvation must, there- 
tore, exert himself in its defence, as 
he would preserve the divine fort of rey- 
elation against the confederated attacks of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
JUSTITIA. 
a 
COMMUNICATED. 

‘I must retrench my expenditures for 
churitable objects. The demands on my 
liberality, to promote the objects of Chris- 
(tan enterprise, are really burdensome.” 


Who is it that makes this reply? Is it 
the humble, pious, and devoted minister 
of Christ, who has consecrated his all, to 
his cause? No. 

Is it the liberal man, who has tasted the 
blessings of salvation by Christ, and who 
‘lives daily by the faith of the Son of God, 
/and realizes that he owes all bis temporal 
(and spiritual prosperity, to the grace of 
his divine Redeemer? No. 

Is it that devoted soul, who maintains a 
family altar, and who lives daily, under an 
abiding sense of his obligation to act with 
reference to the glory of God? No. 

Is it that man of business who began the 
world with Jitsle, but a fair character, and 


have much zeal for doing good at a dis-|# Pious heart, and who vowed with Ja- 


tance, while they neglect the little, obvi- 
ous, every-day, domestic duties, which 
should elicit their immediate attention ? 
But au action ever so right and meritori- 
ous, which is only to be performed peri- 
odically, and at distant intervals, is less 
burthensome to corrupt nature, than an 
undeviating attention to such small, con- 
stant, right habits, as are hostile to our 
natural indolence, and would be perpeto- 
aily vexing and disturbing our self-/ove.— 
The weak heart indalges its infirmity by 
allowing itself intermediate omissions, and 
habitual neglects of duty ; reposing itself 
for safety, on regular, but remote returns 
of stated performances. 

It is easier, and less trouble for many, 
to subscribe, or at least assent, to the pro- 
pagation of the gospel in foreign parts, 
than to have daily prayers in their own 
family. Is it by punctaally attending di- 
vine service only, that we “keep the 
Sabbath day holy?” Does not the man- 
ner in which we spend that part of the 
day, absent from the house of God, bear 
an important part in obeving the com- 
mand? Is it of no consequence whether 
we spend the intervals of divine service 
of this day, in family prayers, in reading 
the Scriptures, or in instructing our chil- 
dren; or whether we spend it ia ramb- 
ling the fields, in mixing in scenes of dis- 
sipation, or in common conversation with 
those abroad ? 

Is it of no consequence whether the 
general tenor of our conversation, and de- 
portment savour of godliness, and breathe 
forth a sincere spirit of evangelical piety, 


cob, **IfGod will be with me, and will 
keep me in this way that I go, and will 
give me bread to eat, and raiment to put 
on, then shall the Lord be my God ;” and 
who has like Jacob, been careful to pay 
the Lord his vows? No. 

Is it that man, who when the Lord 
pours the bounties of his providence into 
his bosom, and causes him to increase in 
riches, feels his utter unworthiness, and 
the responsibilities of his situation as the 
steward of God, and is anxious todo good 
with hismeans? No. 

Is it that poor widow whg feels her 
heart dilate with gratitude, that she is en- 
abled from her hard earnings to enjoy the 
privilege of casting her mite into the 
treasury ofthe Lord? No. 


on his providence, and asks daily to be di- 
rected in the path of duty—who feels a 
tender solicitude forthe cares, and the 
wants of othera, and who delights to seek 
out objects of charity, and relieve them ; 
and to devise liberal things for the pro- 
motion of Christ’s kingdom? No. 

Is it that mau, who is always ready, and 
desirous to pay his just proportion of the 
mecessary expences of the fraternities 
with which he is connected; and who 
does in fact give liberally, and without 
grudging, for objects not immediately con- 
re with his own private interests ? 

0. 

(s it that man who is modest in his pre- 
tensions to a liberal and public spirit— 


who says little of his own good works, and | 


Is it that man, who feels an abiding Thomas are uncommonly attentive to re- 
sense that God will provide—who relies | ligious instruction, and to the advice of 


Is itthat man, whose heart is blinded | 
by the God ef this world, who has become | 
rovelling and sordid in his views—who | 
would be thonght liberal, but who has no | 
heart to the work? Yes. 

Ie it that formal professor, who intends | 
to have just religion enough to carry him | 


be of God? Yes. 


world than his brethren, because he is 
ready to oppose every benevolent enter- 
prise, as dictated by a worldly spirit, 
when in fact covetousnes and pride is at 
the bottom of his opposition? Yes.— 
And Judas was a kindred spirit with him. 
He would be thought !iberal—'s Where- 
fore said he was this waste of the oint 
ment, it might have been sold tor 300 
pence, and given to the poor.” But Ju 
das had to deal with an omniscient Being : 


was a Thief. 
O when Jesus shall try every man’s 
work, ot what sort it is, how many Ju- 
das’s will he find in our Churches, under 
the garb of a profession of Christianity ? 
That hour of trial hastens, reader.—: 
All our works must be tried; and how 
many of them, think ye, are wrought in 
God? How mavy of them will stand ap- 
proved by Him when He shall enquire 
when we have succoured the distressed— 
visited his members in prison——laboured 
by the bestowment of our substance, to 
promote his kingdom on earth--—and 
shall call us to give an account of our 
stewardship. How stands the account 
now? How are we using the talents he 
has entrusted tous? The Judge stand. 
eth at the door. © how will the cove- 
tous, the worldly minded professor feel, 
when he shall see not only his wealth, but 
the very elements on fire. The judge 
descending——the books opening—-and 
another book which is the book of Lile, 
and his name #-f thara ? 


INDIAN MISSIONS. 
Communicated fur the Christian Secretary. 


Carey, 100 Miles North West of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, Sept 13, 1827. 
Very Dear Sisters, 

About the Ist of last month we receiy- 
ed your acceptable favour for the Mis- 
sion, consisting of sundry articles of 
clothing and bedding, and 50 cents in 
cash ; accompanied by your joint, and al- 
fectionate letter, dated Cornwall, Oct. 21, 
1826. 

There was a time, when men and wo- 
men were casting in of their substance in- 
to the Treasury of the Lord, and our Sa- 
viour stood near and beheld.—We are 
confident that he still beholds with appro- 
bation, the giving of gifts for the promo- 
tion of the interests of his blessed king- 
dom. Your late kind favour to us, and 
the people of our charge, has been noti- 
ced by Him, as well as felt by us ; and in 
his divine approbation you will find a re- 
ward incomparably greater, than in the 
assurance which we give you of our grat- 
itude. May the Heavens bless your bod- 
ies and you souls, a thousand fold, for the 
kindness you have shown to these poor, 
wicked, and almost friendless people ! 

At Thomas, a Station 120 miles North 
East of this, among the Ottawa Indians, 
we have 20 Indian children in school ; 
and at this place 70. These 90 youths, 
whom we have gathered from the forests, 
and whom we are endeavouring to bring 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, are dependent on the Mission for 
support whiie receiving their education ; 
and such was the state of the Mission, that 
your munificence has been truly accep- 
table. 

About the Ist of December last, myself 
and wife, and our three younger children, 
together with a single Missionary sister, 
went from this station to Thomas, at 
which place we spent about six months. 
The Ottawas in the neighborhood of 


the Mission on all subjects. They are 
making some noble movements towards 
civilized life. A School for the educa- 
tion of their children was opened on the 
25th of December-last, which soon in- 
créased to £0 scholars. 

Here our business progresses also, un- 
der the smiles of our Heavenly Father. 
At Thomas are stationed at present, Br. 
Jonathan Meeker, Brother and Sister Sla- 
ter, and Brother Bag. At this place we 
have Brother Lykina, and Brother Simer- 
well and wile, besides myself and Mrs. 
M’Coy. Brother and Sister Slater have 
lately been blest with an infant daughter. 
The healths of both Mission families have 
been happily preserved to a very great 


Is it that self-willed professor, who | 
claima that he has more religion, more | 


spirituality, and more. deaduess to the| | | 
| pin’s Sermon, entitled, ‘* Reciprocal Du- 


Jesus detected his bypocrisy, he saw that | 
his heart was full of covetousness, for he | 


ly Letter, and your prayers for the suc- 
cess of our labours. 
With considerations of very great es- 
teem, | remain, 
Your ob’t. servant, 
ISAAC M’COY. 


Mrs. Racnet Tatimance, & 


to heaven ; but who savours the things Mrs. Roopa Brownson, 
which be of men, more than those eet 


Cornwall, Conn. 


ao ee 


Mr. Epitor, 
perused with much interest Dr. Cha- 


tres of Pastors and Churches,”’ being the 
| Ist No. of the ‘* Baptist Preacher,” and 
‘have this day had the pleasure of reading 
‘to my family circle the 2d No. of that 
work, to wit: Dr. Gano’s Sermon on the 
Divinity of Christ This important sub- 
ject, it appears to me, is bere not only il- 
lustrated with great clearness, but in the 
spirit of the gospel. And while I rejoice 
to know that a similar work is published 
‘in N. York, and extensively patronized, 
‘being calculated to defend the great doc- 
trines of the Bible, | am also pleased to 
see this work ; believing that it will sub- 
serve the same great object, and tend to 
advance the interests of the Baptist de- 
nomination. 

Enclosed | send you one dollar, in pay- 
ment of the Ist Volume, feeling myself 
more than compensated in the perusal ot 
the two first numbers. . 


RE RU EE SC PT ee eee 
CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


Harrrorp, SaturpDAy, Nov. 17, 1827. 


We learn by a letter from Rev. Seth Hig- 
by, dated Litchfield, Nov. 12th, that a good 
work of grace has been commenced, and is 
going forward in the South Farms branch of 
the Baptist Society in that town. Eight or 
nine, give evidence that they have obtained 
“ood hope through grace,” and a goodly 
number are enquiring with solicitude, what 
they shai'do to be saved. Meetings are full 


euu SOICuIn. 
Notwithstanding some, and those too who 
claim exclusively to be the Gospel Church, 
duly organized, object to these special seasons 
of revival, as injurious; we are of a different 
opinion. We believe that it is our happiness 
to live under what may be denominated pecu- 
liarly, the dispensation of the Spirit. Under 
the former dispensation, before life and immor- 
tality were so fully brought to light, there 
were various visible manifestations of the di- 
vine presence in the sanctuary; and God was 
wont to manifest himself by many outward to- 
kensof his Majesty. But since the establish- 
ment of the Gospel Church, and the comple- 
|tion of the volume of revelation, these out- 
ward manifestations have ceased. The Jew- 
ish High Priest, with bis sacerdotal robes, has 
no more to enter the most holy place once a 
year with blood, for a sin offering. And no 
more will the glory of the Lord be visible in 
the earthly temple, made with hands. For 
Jesus, the great high priest of our profession, 
has come in the fulness of time. He has ful- 
filled all righteousness—and clothed with his 
own spotless robes, He has entered the holiest 
of all with his ow» most precious blood, with 
which he has sprinkled the mercy seat, and 


made liberal and charitable--the hard heartej 
are made to sympathize ia the woes of Others 
~—the sordid and the selfish, are made bene vo. 
lent and philanthropic. In short, the * stou: 
hearted, and far from righteousness,” 
made ‘fellow citizens with the Saints, 
the housebold of faith.” 

Is not an influence like this to be desired? 
For this should not him that is godly pray ip g 
time accepted? Who that has felt the power 
of the Holy Ghost, can call that work accu. 
ed which glorifies Jesus, and which produces 
such effects as have been described above? 
Yea, more. Who that has been taught by the 
Holy Ghost his own sinfulness, danger, and 
helplessness, and the efficacy of the blood of 
Jesus to cleanse, and adorn the soul—who 
that bas been by this influence translated 
from the kingdom of darkness, into the king- 
dom of God’s dear Son—who that has been 
raised from his native degradation aod sinful 
condition, to the hopes, the delights, and the 


are 
and 


**the burning throne, and turned the wrath to 
grace.” The fruitof this sacrifice of Jesus, 
was manifested on the day of Pentecost; when 
that Spirit which our High Priest had promis- 
ed to his Church, was shed forth in a manner, 
and to a degree, before unknown. And sure- 
ly, if the ancient congregation of Israel had 
occasion to rejoice, when they heard “ the 
sound of the bells and the pomegranates,” on 
the robe of the High Priest, as he ministered 
in the holy place made with hands; the church 
of God had occasion on the day of Pentecost, 
to rejoice with exceeding great joy, when 
agreeably to the promise, they witnessed the 
abundant evidence that the offering of Jesus 
was accepted, in the influence which he shed 
forth on the assembled multitude, turning their 
bearts from sin to holiness. 

And if the Primitive Church had occasion 
to rejoice under the displays of divine power 
and grace, in the enlargement of the Redeem- 
er’s spiritual kingdom, through the agency of 
the Holy Ghost; have not the friends of 
Christ now, occasion to rejoice, at hearing 
the Great Spiritual Bridegroom’s voice? The 
intercourse between heaven and earth, is now 
kept up through the agency of the Holy 
Ghost. His visits, and bis operations, are in- 
visible to the outward senses. But they are 
realized in the hearts of an innumerable com- 
pany of witnesses, who have been subdued by 
His power—renewed by His grace—justified 
by faith in Jesus—and adopted into His fami- 
ly. Like the wind, this boly influence is un- 
der the direction of Him who “upholds all 


evjoyments of holiness and of heaven, can for 
a moment doubt the magnitude of that blessing 
which Jesus sends down through the medium 
of the Holy Spimt? None indeed.-—** My 
sheep (says Christ,) hear my voice, and they 
follow me. aod I give unto them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
pluck them out of my hand.” The laws aud 
directions given for the guide of the Gospel 
Church, are complete and perfect. The doc- 
trine of the Spirit’s influence is a doctrine 
plainly revealed—and none are left in uncer- 
tainty in relation to the genuineness of any in- 
fluence which may be experienced. For the 
* Spirit or Trura,” always teaches the sou! 
in exact conformity with the written word of 
God. He makes no new revelation. The 
prophetic dispensation is closed , and the work 
of the Spirit now is, to make manifest to the 
soul the truths which the Bible reveals. By 
this standard we are to try the Spirits; and ij 
any teach not according to this word, it is be- 
Cause it is the spirit of error. Searching the 
Scriptures then, is a duty of the highest im por- 
tance; for “there have mapy false spirits 
gone wut into the world.” The days of mira- 
cles, for the coufirmation of the truths of rev- 
elation, have ceased; except that standing 
miracle which is performed by ‘the finger of 
God,” whenever a soul in love with sip, is 
transformed, and caused to hate sin, and love 
holiness. This changing of the whole current 
of human affections from one object, and pla. 
cing them on another of ao entirely opposite 
character, is a miracle of grace. It is indeed 
Supernatural. Men may, and often do, leave 
off the practice of open vice, and become mor- 
al, where the understanding only is affected. 
Such meno however continue to love sin, and 
are averse from holiness. Their nature re- 
mains unchanged, although their conduct may 
be externally reformed But the change 
which the Holy Spirit effects, has to do with 
the understanding, the will, and the affections. 
Under flis teaching the understanding js en- 
lightened. The will is bowed to the govern- 
ment of God. The affections embrace holi- 
ness as the chief good. We might easily il- 
lustrate this subject, by introducing a host of 
instances from the word of God, and from the 
experience of all the truly regenera‘e, but we 
must close. This article has already extend- 
ed much beyoud the limits we bad designed. 

This influence is opposed by some: Chris- 
trans should pray for such in the language 0! 
the Saviour, “Father forgive them, they 
know not what they do!” Awful as such 2 
conclusion is, we are constrained to believe 
that the incorrigible opposers of this influence, 
are intended by the author of inspiration, 
when he said, ‘* Behold ye despisers and won- 
der and perish, for 1 work a work in your 
days, a workin which ye will ia no wise be- 
lieve, although @ man declare it unto you.” 

If then, the voice of man cannot convince, 
let Christians pray that the Holy Ghost may 
declare, these solemn and important truths 
in the hearts of such characters, until they 
shall be constrained to cry out, ‘‘ Men and 
brethrno, what shall we do?” 


DEDICATION. 


On the 15th inst. the new Meeting House 
in this city, belonging tothe “ African Sop 
ty,” was publicly dedicated for the worship ° 
Almighty God. “The services on the occasi0? 
were as follows : ; 

The reading of the Hymns by Rev. ae 
Lindsley, Pastor of the South Congregation®, 
Society. Introductory Prayer by Rev. ge 
Hawes, Pastor of the First Congregationa’ 
Society. Reading select portions of oe 
ture, by Baroas Sears, Pastor of the - 
Society. Sermon, and Dedication ray ; ri 
by Rev. Mr. Lindsley, text Pal xc. of 
17. Closing Prayer by Rev. Mr. Croasio- 
the North Congregational Sociely- . by 
tion by Rev. Mr. Lindsley. The re a fd 
the choir of the Congregation was big) 
itable to them. . od we 
All the services were appropriate, @ Head 


degree. On myself, the Lord was pleas- 


things.” We see not whence it cometh, nor 


at 
oar 


(of the Church. 


hope met the approbation of the Great 
“t “3 One circumstance, Doe 
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| POETRY. 


- (From the Recorder & Telegraph. ] 


ON THE DEATH OF THE REY. DR. 
PAYSON. 
[oy N. P. WILLIS. | 


A servant of the living God is dead !— 

His errand bath beea well and early done, 
And early hath he gone to his reward. | 

He shall come no more forth, but to his sleep 
Hath silently laid down, and so shall rest. 


Would ye bewailour brother? He hath gone 
To Abraham’s bosom. He shall no more 
thirst, 

Nor hunger, but forever in the eye, 

Holy and meek, of Jesus, he-may look, 
Unchided and untempted, and unstain’d. 
Would ye bewailour brother? He hath gone 
To sit down with the prophets by the clear 
And crystal waters; he hath gone to list, 
Isaiah’s harp and David's, and to walk 

With Enoch and Elijah, aod the host 

Of the just men made perfect. fe shall bow 
At Gabriel’s Hallelujah, and unfold 

The scroll of the Apocalypse with Johu. 

And talk of Christ and Mary, and go back 
l'o the last supper and the garden prayer 
With the belov’d disciple. Hesbal!l hear 
The story of the Incarnation iold 

By Simeon, and the Triune mystery 

Burniog upon the fervent lips of Paul. 

He shall have wings of glory, and shall soar 
‘To the remoter firmaments, and read 
The order and the barmony of stars : 

And in the might of knowledge, he shall bow 
In the deep pauses of Archangel harps, 

\nd humble as the Seraphim, shall ery— 

iVho by his searching finds thee out, On God ! 


There shall he meet his children who have 


gone 
Before him, and as other years roll on, 
And his lov'd flock go up to him, bis hand 
A rain shall lead them gently to the Lamb, 
\ud bring them to the living waters there. 


Is st good to die! and shall we mourn 

‘Tivat he is taken early to his rest ?— 

Tell me ! Oh mourner for the man of God! 
Shall we bewail our brother. that he died ? 


inl 


From the Richmond Visiter and Telegraph. 


THE INQUIRY MEETING. 


Silence was there ;—and with itself each soul 
Solemn communion held—the man of God 
Looked ona while, and wept, and only prayed 


}1is Saviour’s hand to guide the inquiring soul ; | 


Methought I saw a shining company 

Of ministering spirits, placed to guard the door 

Of every heart from evil thoughts distract- 
ing— 

Satan’s artillery, with which he storms 

The yielding citadel. The Holy Ghost 

Was there, and whispered to the sin-sick soul 

‘This is the way. O sinner! check thy 

course! 

Twill lead thee on to the grave of joy and 
hope ; 

Relrace thy, steps—too far thour’t gone al- 
ready 

From God and heaven. Wiy wilt thou strive 
with God? 

Repent! Repent !—now is the accepted time, 

‘The day in which salvation may be thine.” 

The man of God with beavenly accent, now 

Addresses each alone, and points the way 

To Heaveg.,,Qac.and avother, drawn At,fast 

Yield up their hearts of adamant, and, lost 

In wonder, weep sweet tears of penitence. 

O what a holy joy beams from those orbs, 

Which even now were sightless! O, what 


haht 
5 
Beams in upon the soul, that even now 
In darkness mourned: and sought, but found 
its way! 
Hearen has come down to earth, and all 


around om 
Bespeaks a present God! O blessed Spirij, 


Thy stay prolong till all have felt the joys 
Of thy Salvation. 


The Character of the Prophets. 

The men, whom God has employed as 
instruments in providence, for accomnplish- 
ing his designs, by changes among the na- 
tions of the earth, have often been the vil- 
est of human kind. But when he has 
commissioned persons to act as his serv- 
ants in revealing his will, aod calling sin- 
ners to repentance and subjection, they 
have always been both like himself and 
their commission, wise and holy men. 
Such, on examination, will the character 
of the prophets both of the Old Testament 
and of the New, be found. If writings 
(and the descrption is confined to such as 
wrote a portion of these hallowedvolames) 
can furnish evidence of the intellectual and 
moral qualities of the authors, the palm of 
eminent wisdom and goodness must be giv- 
en them. ‘There is a superiorty to evil 
principles and selfish ends. That they 
did ant exercise the office for gain, is evi- 
dent from the nature of their prediction. 
These were very often such as were cal- | 
culated to procure injuries instead of ben- 
efits ; anda prison and death, instead of a 
life of ease and affluence. They did not, 
like the false p:ophets flatter nobles and 
princes, and prophesy smooth things to 
confirm them in their ways ; but frankly 
told the plain truth, when they knew it 
would be disagreeable in the extreme, and 
would endanger their own safety. Fame 
was oot their object: they never sought 
it : and we seldom find them in courts or 
among the great, but to tell unpalatable 


.good news would not have made Felix 


’ CHRISTIAN SECRETARY, 


only as they are connected with the grand 
system of the divine government, and as 
hindering or adyancing the moral im- 
provement of mankind.—Bogue. 
From the Western Recorder. 

IT have, somewhere, heard a singular 
Story respecting a people that were desti- 
tute of a minister. A candidate came 
amongst them ; and after preaching awhile 
on probation, a meeting of the congregation 
was called to decide whether they would 
settle him. After some discussion, it was 
determined that he should be settled, pro- 
vided he would promise to send them rain, 
when they would call for it. He complied 
with the condition, and was settled. After 
a time there came a season of drought ; and 
some of the people, one by one, began to 
call on the minister for rain. He request- 
ed them to call a meeting, and decide when 
'they would have it. A meeting was 
called. One had some business here, and 
| was not ready. Another had something 
to be done there, and he was not ready. 
| A third was in a similac prediement, and 
'so on through the congregation. In short, 
\they could not agree upon atime when 
‘rain should be sent. And their minister 
told them he could not send rain,till they 
would say when they wanted it. 

I have thought, Sir, that this anecdote 
might} be applied to spiritual things. We 
ask this man, if he does not think it best 
to pray for the descent of the Holy Spirit. 
He says—Yes. We ask again—Will you 
go with us, and spend one hour in prayer? 
He looks at his watch, and says—Really | 
should be glad to go ; but I have an en- 
gagement, and cannot. We put the same 
| question to another, and another, and an- 
other still; and nearly all make a similar 
‘excuse. Thus they go, ‘* one to his farm, 
‘and another to his merchandise ;’’ each 
_ saying, ‘*f pray thee to have me excused.”’ 

We say again, to a professed friend of 
Christ—Is not a revival of religion need- 
ed’? He answers—Yes. Are you ready 
to attend to it, and to go now ? I have so 
‘much business on hand, that I know not 

what to do: And many others say the 
same ; and the company of professed be- 
| lievers cannot-agree when they will have 
la revival. 
| Now, Sir, what can a minister do in such 
-asituation? What can he do with sucha 
_church? And will the Lord himselfsend 
'spiritual rain, till his own people agree 
when they are ready to have it? 1 think 
not.—One qnestion more. Do you know 
of any such professors? Do you know of 
any such congregations ? If you do, I wish 
you would drop a word of admonition to 
them, thro’ your paper : for I am afraid 
they will disagree about the time when, till 
the drought becomes very great, and many 


porich in their cine. ond perish for want of 
unity in Zion. N. 


From the Anti-Universalist. 

|  UNIVERSALIST ARGUMENTS, 

| ‘* Why should not the drunkard, the mur- 
| derer, the suicide, finish their course with 
| joy as well as Paul, who soffered almost 
every thing in the cause oftruth? They 
go to heaven as wellas he. You do not 
| see universalist preachers so childish and 
| enthusiastic as to warn every one night 
and day with tears as Paul did. No, no, 
their countenances are serene and cheer, 
ful, and you would sooner see them smile 
in their preaching than weep. Indeed, 
Universalism admits of no cause for weep- 
ing : all are bound to heaven. 

** Ore evidence of Paul's being in the 
dark, in some respects, as to the doctrines 
of the gospel, is, that he spake of the res- 
urrection of the dead, both of the just, and 
the unjust ; when it is well known by the 
enlightened, that there will be none unjust 
at the resurrection, but that all shall rise 
immortal and glorious. * 

Strange that Felix should have trem- 
bled to hear Paul reason of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come, seeing 
Paul was a Universalist. You do not 
catch the kearers of our reasoners to 
tremble. We preach the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and all the good news we can 
think of. Paul did not preach the gospel 
to Felix. The gospel is good news ;— 


tremble : as Felix trembled at the reason- 
ing of Paul, Paul, could not, therefore, 
have preached to him the Gospel. 

“No wonder that Festus thought Panl 
mad, to hear him relate so strange an ex- 
pertence as he did. We think people mad 
who do not tell half so strange things as 
Paul related. Religion does not consist 
in these wild fire exercises. A heated 
imagination will make people think they 
experiance things which they never did. 
Taiking about doiag as we would be done 
by, expressing great liberality and benevo- 
lence, and having all men speak well of 
one, are far greater evidences to us of rel:- 


truths. ‘They had not the spirit of the 
world ; nor did they view the scenes they 
exhibit with worldy eyes. Insensible to 
the charms of greatness, power, & earth- 
Jy joys, they regard every object which 
is presented before them, only as it has 
respect to God, and man’s subjection to 
him : for the honor of God, the kingdom of 
Christ, and the highest happiness of men 
are evidently the objects which bear sway 
within their hearts, and govern their con- 
duct. They have occasion to mention all 
kinds of persons and things, and to repre- 
sent all kinds of events: but it is easy to 
perceive that they are affected with them 


gion, than such exercises as Paul decribes 
as his experience,” 


EXPOSITION, 


Tohn 15, 11. ‘*These things have I spoken 
unto you, that my joy might remain in you, 
and that your joy might be full.””—The 
sense of the passage is obscured by the 
location of the words ‘‘ in. you,” in the first 
member of the sentence. Give them the 
same place in the translaton, which they 
have in the original, and the text would 
stand thus ;‘* These things have I spoken 


in both members of the sentence the joy 
which should visit the bosoms of the dis- 
ciples through the affectionate obedience 
which should bind them to their Lord, it 
would describe the mutual joy that should 
refresh both his soul and theirs. Obedi- 
ence to his commands would unite them 
in the tenderest ties of affection to him. 
While these ties remained unbroken, un- 
impaired, not only would they rejoice in 
communion with their Saviour, but from 
the mediatorial throne he would rejoice 
over them, as trophies wrested from the 
prince of darkness—as mirrors, reflecting 
before the world pis own sacred image— 
as swift messngers to obey his mandates— 
as co-workers with him in the kingdom of 
Gop !—Vermont Chronicle. 


OBSCURITIES in Bible Translations. 
Dr. Morrison makes the following judicious 
observations on this subject— 
| §. de Sacy has remarked, that it is not to 
be expected that the Bible should present 
‘no obscurity to a reader who takes it up 
without having previously acquired a, 
sufficient knowledge of tke subject. ‘Thus 
for example, without a knowledge of the 
law which commanded the Jews to use 
during the Passover unleavened bread and 
to throw away all the old leaven, it would 
be impossible to comprehend the meaning 
of those words of St. Paul to the Corin- 
thians (1 Cor. v. 7), Purge out, therefore 
the old leaven, &c. We should be wrong, 
in such a case, to reproach a translation 
with an obscurity which is common to it 
with the text ; and which is only sur- 
mounted, by those who spoke the original 
language, by the help of other knowledge, | 

or by a commentary. 

A translator cannot substitute a com- 
mentary foramere version. It is not 
possible to render free from obscurities a 
translation intended for men _ entirely 
strangers to the light of the Gospel—un- 
acquainted with the ideas peculiar to 
Christianity—and ignorant of the history, 
geography, and customs of Judea and the 
surrounding countries. 


| Isit, then, proper to employ transla- 
‘tions of the Scriptures, as the first means 
| for converting barbarous (or unevangeliz- 
led) nations? I will give my opinion. 

| Itisvery proper to put the Books of 
Divine Revelation into all living languages 
of mankind ; and to employ them in first 
endeavours to christianize the nations : 
but it is not proper to neglect the use of 
other means. The Bible, alone, to a Pa- 
gan Chinese, who merely opens and 
looks at a few passages, may or may not 
appear unintelligible, according to the 
portion of Holy Writ that he happens to 
look at: if he peruse some Chapters in 
the Apocalypse, he may pronounce them 
altogether unintelligible: if he look at 
some of the reasonings of St. Paul, he 
may call them very obscure ; but, even 
to a casual Pagan, there are many of the 
Discourses of our Lord perfectly plain 
and easy to be understood. 


The same remark is applicable to the 
Prophets. For example: in consequence 
of a great idol-procession, which attract- 
ted universal attention here, I last Lord’s- 
Day read to my little flock the Forty. 
fourth and Forty -fifth Chapters of [saiah. 
Many paragraphs of that striking portion 
of Holy Writ are as plain to a Chinese as 
to an Englishman ; and, perhaps, plainer 
and more striking, because more applica- 
ble : but he knows nothing of Jacob, [s- 
rael, or Jesus : they bring up no associa- 
tions of ideas to his mind ; of Cyrus he 
knows nothing ; and tie Almighty break- 
ing in pieces the two-barred gates, &c. 
although so full of important meaning to 
an European acquainted with the history 
of Babylon, is to a Chinese Reader utter- 
ly unintelligible. 

But, on the other hand, to have simply 
the text of the Bible—for an inquiring, a 
convinced, or converted Heathen to pe- 
ruse and study, bow great an advantage ! 
—fora Christian Teacher to have it to 
refer to, as containing the Revelation of 
God, how important an acquisition! The 
Bible Society, in uniting all the friends of 
Christianity to give the text alone to aan- 
kind, is doing a work of incalculable good. 
Yet let not the idea go forth that Christian 
Teachers and Notes and Comments are 
utterly useless. So convinced am I of 
the contrary, that I purpose to spend the 
remnant of my days in composing Explan- 
atory Notes on the Chinese Bible. 


ee 


REMAINS OF THE REV. R. CECIL. 


The direct cause of a Christian’s spir- 
itual life, is, Union with Christ. All at- 
tention to the mere circumstaotials of re- 
ligion, has a tendency to draw the soul 
away from this union. Few men, except 
ministers, are called, by the nature of 
their station, to enter much into these 
circumstantials :—such, for instance, as 
the evidences of the truth of religion. 
Ministers feel this deadening effect of any 
considerable or continued attention to ex- 
ternals : much more must private Chris- 
tians. The head may be strengthened, 
till the heart is starved. Some private 
Christians, however, may be called on by 
the nature of those circles in which they 
move, to be qualified to meet and refute 
the objecjions which may be urged 
against religion. Such men, as well as 
ministers, while they are furnishing them- 
selves for this purpose, must acquiesce in 


with prayer and watchfalness. If the 
cannot always live and abide close to the 
ark, and the pot of manna, and the cher- 
ubims, and the mercy-seat ; yet they are 
drawing the water and gatheriug the wood 
necessary forthe service of the camp. 
Bat let their hearts still turn toward the 
place where the glory resideth. 


True grace is a growing principle. 
The Christian grows in discernment: a 
chill may play with a serpent; but 
the man gets as far from it as he can; a 
child may taste poison ; but the man will 
not suffer a speck of poison near him. 
He grows in humility : the blade shoots 
up boldly, and the young ear keeps erect 
with confidence ; but the full corn in the 
ear inclines itself toward the earth, not 
because it is feebler but becanse it is ma- 
tured. He growsin strength ; the new 
wine ferments and frets ;.but the old 
wine acquires a body and a firmness. 

The head is dull, in discerning the val- 
ue of God’s expedients: and the heart 
cold, sluggish, and reluctant, in submitting 
to them: but the head is lively, in the in- 
vention of its own expedients ; and the 
heart eager and sanguine, in the pursuit 
of them. No wonder, then, that God 
subjects both the head and the heart toa 
course of continual correction. 

Every man will have his own criterion 
in forming his judgement of others. I 
depend very much on the effect of afflic- 
tion. I consider how a man comes out of 
the furnace : gold will lie for a month in 
the furnace without losing a grain. And, 
while under trial, a child hasa habit of 
turning to his father: he is not like a 
penitent, who has been whipped into this 
state: itis natural to him. It is dark, 
and the child has no where to run, but 
to his tather. 

OPERATIONS OF THE HOLY SPIR- 
iT. 

In the renovation of our natures we 
cannot certainly distinguish what is done 
by the Spirit from what is done by our 
natural reason and conscience, co-opera- 
ting with Him. Only this we do certainly 
know, that in this blessed work, the Spir 
it is the-main and principal agent; that 
without him we can do nothing, and that 
he is the author and finisher of our faith, 
who ‘ worketh in us to will and do ac- 
cording to his pleasure :” but yet that he 
doth not work upon us as a mechanick up- 
on dead materials ; but as upon living and 
free agents that can aid, must co-eperate 
with Him ; that he acts not in us by any 
necessary Casualty, butin such a case as 
is fairly consistent with the natural liberty 
of our wills and doth not renew us wheth- 
er we willorno, but takes our free con- 
sent and endeavour along with Him. 
And having done all on his part that is 
necessary to persuade us, He expects 


consent to his gracious motives, and ex- 
press this consent in a constant course of 
holy and virtuous endeavour. Unless we 
do thus concur with Him, we shall forev- 
er remain and perish ia our sins, notwith 
standing allthat grace which He affords 
us.—Scott’s Christiun Life. 


INTERESTING FACT. 


The following is from the communication of 
a clergyman who writes for a Missionary to 
be sent to the place referred toin this ex- 
tract.—V. Y. Obs- 
A settiement was commenced at 
S , Some ten years ago, by emi- 
grants from various sections of our coun- 
try, but the largest number it is believed, 
were from New England, many of whom 
were men of intelligence, and active in- 
dustry. The brown forest soon retired 
before them, and gave place to cultivated 
fields and comfortable dwellings) There 
was not a single professing Christian 
among them, and nearly or quite all had 
embraced Deistical sentiments, and mani- 
fesied a disposition to shut out the Gospel 
from theirsettlement. They frequently 
met for the sole purpose of strengthening 
each other in these sentiments. Nothing 
for atime seemed to disturb their repose. 
But behold the sovereignty of God! It 
was suggested by one of their number, 
as their meetings had been rather dull, 
‘€ to appoint some one to take the part of 
the Christian.” The plan was approved, 
and the duty was assigned to my inform- 
ant. He undertook their defence. It 
was necessary he should have a Bible, and 
also that he should read it. Butto use 
his own expression, he ‘* thought Chris- 
tianity should be the last thing he should 
ever embrace.” He was first delighted, 
then astonished, then al.rmed, with his 
own reasoning. He continued to read, 
and soon found evidence of the truth of 
Christianity which his conscience could 
no longer resist. He was humbled_be- 
fore God, and soon after rejoicing in hope 
of his mercy ; and set himself in good 
earnest to convince his neighbours of 
their lost condition. His labors have 
been blessed. A little church is there or- 
ganized, but they have no one to break to 
them the bread of life. What Missiona- 
ry would not be willing to enter a field 
like this ? 


One more County supplied with the Bi- 
ble.—We have not the pleasure, as we had 
hoped, to announce this week a resolution 
of the Young Men’s Bible Society, to sup- 
ply every destitute’ family in the City and 


unto you, that my joy an you might re- 
main, &c.”” Instead, then, of describing 


the work which God appoints for them, 


* 


y |Scriptures ; though it will be 


that we should consider what He said, and} ¥ 


7 a 8 . 
their proceedings, that meas €eo frp 


been adopted which will pr ve wen 
to this result We have, henscl’ 7 
» We 


satisfaction of adding to the 

our State which ae feditved on . 
their destitute families, the Count? 
Ontario, with a population in 1895 c 
37,442. A correspondent informs us tha V 
the work is already accomplished : ~ 
families which hae no part of the Bibi, 
and 110 which had only the New Tet 


ment have been supplied within t ™ 
two years. Making the whole — pe 
of inhabitants in this State to whom th poser 
same resolution has been applied, 409 subs 
813, or more than one quarter of s. cept 

we wise 


whole number, (according to the late cen. Tt 


‘sus ;) andin the United States, 2 099 tion 
1717.—Ib. chi A 
— will 
ote. The Counties in this State wh; eh 
have mentioned as having resolved ~~ 
all their destitute families with the Bibles wei 
een St Lawrence, Ontario, (which are ve 
already supplied, ) Onondaga, Rensselaer, ();. wa 
ange, West Cc hester, Jefferson, Columbia ‘ 
ing’s Queen’s and Suffolk, 12 : If any of ov; ont 
readers Know of other Counties, they will ane 
oblige us by giving information. ; a. 
he 
CHILDREN, READ THIS! ral 
“* Honesty is the best policy.”’—The fol- eS 


lowing instance of honest 

y may be prop. 
erly read and recommended to the chi! } 
ren in the Sunday Schools :—A nobleman to 
lately travelling in Scotland, was asked 


: 4 are 
for alms in the high street of Edinburgh, dis 
by a little ragged boy : he said he had no TI 
change, upon which the boy offered to ing 
procure it. His lordship, in order to get ‘ve 
rid of his importanity, gave him a piece 
of silver, which the boy conceiving was ‘fai 
to be changed, ran off for the purpose, tel 
On his return, not finding hie benefactor of 
who he expected would have waited, he ' po 
watched for several days in the place or 
where he had received the money, pur- By it, 
suing his occupation. At length, the no- of 
bleman happening again to pass that way au 
—he accosted him, and put the change he at 
had procured into his hand, counting it te 
with great exactness.—His lordship was th 
so pleased with the boy’s honesty, that he w 
has placed him at school, and means to at 
provide for him. th 

m 
Union of Calvinists and Lutherans in Ger- it 
many.— At the Synod held at Hanau, the Lu- at 
therans offered to renounce thé use of unleay- d 
ened bread at the celebration of the Lord’s . 
aed on which the President, Iber, rose 8 
and said, “ reach forth the right band of fel- fr 
lowship, we are now united.” The assembly I a 
rose simultaneously, and the Calvinists em- 
braced the Lutherans in the trae spirit of 
Christian love, while nodry eye was seen in . 
the place.—Chr. Exam. and Ch. of Ireland Cc 
Magazine. “i 
8 
Spanish Inquisition—It appears from a e 
work published at Paris in 124, that from the it 
ears 1481 to 1820, the sentences executed at 
the Spanish Inquisition were as follows :— ti 
Burnt alive, 36,168; burnt in effigy, 18,049; " 
condemned to the galleys or imprisoned, 281,- t 
250. The last person burnt by the [nquisition b 
was at Beata, in 1781.—V. Y. Obs. 
LAST HOURS OF DR. WATTS. t 
Little more than half an hour before Dr. 5 
Watts expired, be was visited by his dear 4 
friend, Mr. Whitefield. The latter asking 1 
him, ‘‘How he found himself?”’ The dying ‘ 
docter answered, ‘‘ Here I am, one ot h 
Christ’s waiting servants.” Soon after, a . 
medicine was brought in ; and Mr. White- 
field assisted in raising him up in bed that F 
he might with more convenience take the 
draught. On the doctor’s apologizing for 6 
the trouble he gave Mr. Whitefield, the 
latter replied with his usual amiable po- - 
liteness, ‘‘ Surely, my dear brother, I am . 
not too good to wait on a waiting servant b 
of Christ!” Soon after Mr. Whitefield “ 


took his leave ; and often regretted since, 
that he had not prolonged his visit, which 
he would certainly have done, could he ti 
have foreseen, that his friend was but 
within half an hour’s distance from the 
kingdom of glory. 

Dr. Jennings has preserved a few of Dr. 
Watts’ dying sayings. Itis to be wished, 
that he had recorded more ofthem. “! 
bless God,” said the ripening saint, ‘* I can 
lie down with comfort at uight, unsolicitous 
whether | awake in this world or anoth- 
er!” His taith in the promises was ut- 
shaken : ‘‘ I believe them enough to ven- 
ture an eternity on them !’’ Once to are- 
ligious friend he expressed himself thus : 
«| remember an aged minister used to 82Y; 
that the most learned and knowing Chris- 
tians, when they came to die, have only 
the same plain promises for their support, 
as the common and unlearned. And 80, 
continued the doctor, ‘‘ I find it. Tis 
the plain promises of the gospel that are 
my support, and I bless God they ar¢ 
plain promises, which do not ah 
much labour and pains to understap 
them : for I can do nothing now, but loo 
into my Bible, for some promice to mn é 
port me and live upon that.” On ing tt 
apy temptations to complain, he would re r 
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mark, “* The business of a Christian 18 y f 
bear the will of God, as well as o oe a 
It | were in health I could only bent . 
that. And that I may do now. ave wil 

thing in obedience is, a regard ' rheren ¢ 
of God, and the way to that !5, to rn.” E 
aversions as much mortified as we a 


1776. 


—Gospel Magazine for January, 
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